
 

 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

April 16, 2020 

 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Speaker of the House 
US House of Representatives 
1236 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
 
RE:  Justice & Equity in COVID-19 Packages 

Dear Ms. Pelosi: 

Thank you for keeping California’s children and families at the forefront as California continues to adjust 

to shelter-in-place in order to protect our communities during the COVID-19 pandemic. While Congress 

addressed many challenges in the first three stimulus packages, Children’s Defense Fund-California 

(CDF-CA) and our partner organizations are concerned about the lack of equity in the federal support 

provided to families of color and those that are immigrants, mixed status, undocumented, or living in 

poverty --- families that already experience barriers to healthcare and economic opportunity. The social 

and economic inequities that are explicitly present during COVID-19 have always existed, but Congress 

has the opportunity to close that equity gap and prevent COVID-19 from exacerbating the injustice. 

Congress must establish new protections in our systems and programs to correct decades of inequities 

which this pandemic intensified.  

It is imperative that the fourth stimulus package and any future responses to this crisis prioritize the needs 

of the most vulnerable and strengthen families' ability to confront this crisis as successfully as their more 

privileged peers. We can only ensure California’s long-term future by providing for children and families 

now, during this crisis. 

https://prisonerswithchildren.org/
https://west.edtrust.org/


 
 

 

We are urging our California congressional delegation to practice justice and equity by prioritizing our 

most vulnerable children and the needs of their families in the next COVID-19 response package: 

Health Justice: 

¶ Prioritize families in vulnerable communities by equipping medical professionals, 

community health workers and promotoras. Families need accessible, community-based 

connections to health services and COVID-19 testing and treatment. We support increased 

reimbursement for health care, information and social services delivered and coordinated in non-

traditional locations such as schools, fire stations, community centers and local parks. Community 

health workers need increased payment for hazardous work and Personal Protective Equipment 

(PPE).  

 

¶ Protect California’s budget by increasing federal Medicaid payments (FMAP) to California for 

Medi-Cal. While the Families First package increased payments to each state (6.2 percent), more 

help is needed to assist California during the pandemic. We support the National Governors 

Association request for a 12 percent increase to adapt to the need as well as the changing 

economy. 

 

¶ Support children’s mental health and trauma-informed care by increasing reimbursement for 

services delivered through telehealth and providing increased payment for mental health 

providers working with school distance learning platforms. 

 

¶ Suspend all ICE Activities to Protect Families by requiring that the Department of Homeland 

Security immediately cease ALL actions related to immigration enforcement including detention 

and deportation (not just suspending actions near health facilities) so families are unafraid to seek 

testing and treatment, and other social services. 

 

¶ Disaggregate COVID-19 data by city, race, ethnicity and age to identify disparities in diagnosis 

and treatment. This data is critical for targeted solutions to overcome historic barriers to health 

care services for vulnerable children and families. 

 

Economic Justice: 

 

¶ Prioritize long-term stimulus for families and children instead of corporate bailouts by 

increasing cash assistance to $2,000 per person to adults and $1,000 per child monthly during 

this economic downturn and expanding eligibility to ITIN filers, elderly dependents, adults with 

disabilities, college students, youth aging out of foster care and dependent children over age 16. 

 

¶ Relax TANF eligibility and expand TANF funding to ensure adults with children are supported 

for an added minimum of one year by establishing a TANF Contingency Emergency Fund (ECF) 

for families up to 200 percent of the Federal Poverty Level and requiring that 70% of TANF and 

State Maintenance of Efforts funds be used on assistance payments to means-tested families.  

 

¶ Expand SNAP Benefits to address food insecurity through a 15 percent increase in minimum 

SNAP allotment which would result in an increased benefit of $100 for a families of four. 

 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6201


 
 

 

¶ Increase grants and forgiveness loans for small businesses by offering additional support 

and prioritizing minority-owned businesses in high poverty areas through the Economic Injury 

Disaster Loan (EIDL).  

 

¶ Enact student loan forgiveness as financial relief and an economic stimulus. Depending on the 

needs of each individual, offer forgiveness of subsidized loans, unsubsidized loans, interest 

accrued, capitalized interest, and extend interest freezes beyond September 2020.  

 

¶ Unemployment Insurance expansion for ITIN Filers, farmworkers and self-employed by 

investing in Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA) and providing effective outreach to low-

income and Limited English Proficiency populations.  

 

¶ Emergency Rental Assistance through Emergency Solutions Grants (ESG) by providing 

$100 billion to reduce housing insecurity for low-income renters that are subject to evictions once 

moratoriums are lifted. 

 

¶ Expand childcare for essential workers with additional support to farmworkers and ITIN filers 

by providing $50 billion for states to meet their unique child care needs while navigating the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

¶ Supplement hazard pay for essential workers with emphasis on farmworkers, grocery workers 

warehouse workers, fast food workers, domestic workers, gig workers and first responders. 

 

¶ Expand paid sick days and family medical leave for ITINs filers, self-employed workers and 

independent contractors by removing exemptions for employers with fewer than 50 employees or 

more than 500 employees.  

 

Education Equity: 

 

¶ Provide relief for states by prioritizing hundreds of billions of dollars in additional ESEA 

Title I and other funding that target low-income students, foster youth, English Learners, 

homeless students, undocumented students, and justice-involved students. These populations 

already endure opportunity and learning gaps during regular instruction. Additional resources are 

needed to serve these groups, who are also especially impacted by the digital divide, in 

accessing adequate distance learning technology and support while schools are closed. Many 

students will need additional interventions to catch up when schools reopen. 

 

¶ Provide $12.5 billion in IDEA funding to ensure states can address the most urgent needs of 

students with disabilities. Specifically, students with disabilities need devices and connectivity 

tools necessary for distance learning; extended school year and other compensatory services; 

and the provision of telehealth related services in the areas of speech and language, 

occupational, and physical therapy. 

 

¶ Oppose waivers under IDEA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act that would result in 

weakening a student’s right to FAPE (Free and Appropriate Public Education). The COVID-19 

pandemic has already caused educational instability and interruptions for students with 

disabilities. Even if services must be delayed, they are essential to ensuring students with 

disabilities can access instruction at levels comparable to their peers. 



 
 

 

 

We urge your strong support and consideration of the above requests and advise that COVID-19 

response legislation must include language prohibiting discrimination by recipients of federal funds on any 

basis other than need or eligibility, such as (but not limited to) age, disability, sex (including sexual 

orientation and gender identity), race, color, national origin, immigration status, or religion. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Children’s Defense Fund-California 

Alliance for Boys and Men of Color 

Alliance for Children's Rights 

Brotherhood Crusade 

Brothers, Sons, Selves Coalition 

California Association of Food Banks 

California Coalition of Welfare Rights Organizations  

Californians Together 

Center for Juvenile Law and Policy  

Center for Youth Wellness 

Change Lab Solutions 

Children Now 

Community Coalition 

EdVoice 

End Child Poverty Now in CA 

Equal Justice Society  

Families In Schools 

Fathers and Families of San Joaquin 

Fresno Barrios Unidos 

GRACE 

Hannah Project 

Intercity Struggle, Movement on the Eastside 

Kidango 

LAANE 

Learning Rights Law Center 

Long Beach Immigrant Rights Coalition 

March of Dimes 

New Earth 

PICO CA 

Prevention Institute 

Prisoners with Children 

Public Advocates 

Public Counsel  

Public Health Advocates 

Resilience Orange County 

RYSE Youth Center 

San Diego for Every Child 

School-Based Health Alliance 

SEIU 2015 

Social Justice Learning Institute 

Tandem Partners in Early Learning 



 
 

 

The California Children’s Trust  

The Children’s Clinic, Serving Children and Their Families 

The Children’s Partnership 

The Education Trust - West 

The Roberts Family Development Center 

Urban Peace Institute 

Western Center on Law and Poverty 

Young Invincibles 

Youth Justice Coalition  

 

 
 
CC: Senator Mitch McConnell, Senate Majority Leader 

CC: Senator Charles Schumer, Senate Minority Leader  

CC: Representative Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the House 

CC: Governor Gavin Newsom, State of California  

CC: Congressmember Karen Bass, Chair of Congressional Black Caucus  

CC: President pro Tempore Toni Atkins, California State Senate 

CC: Speaker of the Assembly Anthony Rendon, California State Assembly  

CC: Assemblymember Phil Ting, California Assembly Committee on Budget 

CC: State Senator Holly Mitchell, California Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee 

 

 


